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The Monobloc Chair in Venice – a visual and emblematic cultural project with 

idiomatic expressions 

 

Most nations have their unique and rich cultural background, often a valuable resource of 

inspiration. In the Erasmus+ project CRAFT we are studying the chair as a part of our 

common cultural heritage. Among others, we work with the question: how to apply the 

local cultural heritage as a resource into product design, architecture, and art. 

CRAFT arranged a student workshop integrated in the Art Biennale in Venice in 

September 2019. There we took point of departure in the cross-examinations of the 

cultural heritage of this beautiful city and of the chair and the traditions of sitting. The 

students were asked to investigate the comparative historical, cultural and metaphorical 

differences the chair embodies as a pleasurable, artistic-playful artefact and socio-

functional crafted object. In the 5 days long workshop more than 500 posters was created 

and exhibited. The chosen chair for the specific assignment was the MONOBLOC, a 

mass-produced everyday plastic object known worldwide. 

 

Creative exploration and critical reflection is an essential element in La Biennale. In 

CRAFT, we embraced this perspective with an interdisciplinary and problem-based 

educational concept, training students to critically and creatively describe, exemplify, 

evaluate and especially communicate issues of cultural heritage.    

The workshop transformed key features of the Monobloc into chosen settings in Venice. 

However, we did not stop there. The Italian performance group named 7-8 Chili 

participated actively, training, dancing with, developing, guiding and supervising the 

students into a performance that began with the Monobloc Chair. 

 

The event brought new aspects and disciplines to the project. It is our thesis that the 

performance evidently removed barriers between us as humans, while developing a new 

common language through the Monobloc chair. 

We ask if such a form of visual and emblematic culture can be perceived and understood 

as a hybrid of design, history, storytelling, philosophy and performance? Is it just an 

amalgamation of the mentioned professions or, is it the interdisciplinary approach that 

secures such a result of high visual and emblematic solutions? 

The posters became an unexpected great product. The posters both communicated a 

message concerning the specific Venetian cultural history and also solidified the 

identifiable visual context of the Monobloc chair, exploring together the potential of the 

languages of illustration and of the graphic design.  
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Venice was one of the most significant places in the Renaissance in Europe, the 

Renaissance being a period where words and pictures where looked at as tightly 

connected and interrelated systems of cultural representation – i.e. ‘ut pictura poesis’. In 

our reading, we find that, that period was the forerunner of our multimedia age, and it 

initiated our process. The event on the 57th International Art Biennale in Venice gave us 

solid parameters for new directions and challenges in text and image studies as well as 

performance being able to gather multiple cultural disciplines. A connection that justifies 

the growing interest in emblem studies and related fields.  
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